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 While researching in Washington, D.C. 
I took a break to tour Arlington National 
Cemetery.  I usually spend a few moments at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  I’m sure 
everyone is familiar with this monument, but 
there are also other Tombs of the Unknowns in 
the United States: Tomb of the Unknown 
Revolutionary War Soldier in Washington 
Square, Philadelphia; Civil War Unknowns 
Monument, Arlington National Cemetery; and 
Tomb of the Unknown Confederate Soldier at 
Beauvour in Biloxi, Mississippi.  Here a few facts 
regarding the soldiers who guard the most 
visited Tomb. 

The Tomb has been guarded by a Sentinel 
continuously (every minute, day and night) since 
1937, including during terrorist attacks and 
hurricanes.  They must pass a series of tests.  
After serving 9 months as a Sentinel at the 
Tomb, he,or she (there have been three female 
Sentinels) receive the Tomb Guard Identification 
Badge, the second rarest award currently issued 
in the United States Army; only the Army 
Astronaut Badge is rarer.  Since the first award 
in 1958, only about 600 soldiers have completed 
training and been awarded this Badge.  

A Guard takes six to eight hours to 
prepare his uniform – heavy wool, regardless of 
the time of year – for the next day’s work.  His 
gloves are moistened to improve his grip on the 
rifle. 

The Guard takes 21 steps across the mat.  
This alludes to the twenty-one gun salute, which 
is the highest honor given any military or foreign 
dignitary.  He stops on the 21st step, then turns 
and faces the Tomb for 21 seconds.  Then he 
turns to face back down the mat, changes his 
weapon to the outside shoulder, counts 21 
seconds, and then steps off for another 21 step 
walk down the mat.  He faces the Tomb at each 
end of the 21 step walk for 21 seconds.  The 

Sentinel then repeats this over and over until he 
is relieved at the Guard Change. 

The mat is replaced twice each year: 
before Memorial Day and before Veterans Day.  
This is required because of the wear on the 
rubber mat by the special shoes worn by Tomb 
Guards.  On the ground not covered by the mat, 
a wear pattern in the tile can be seen that 
corresponds to the precise steps taken during the 
changing of the guard. 

The Guard is changed every thirty 
minutes during the summer (April 1 to Sep 30) 
and every hour during the winter (Oct 1 to Mar 
31).  During the hours the cemetery is closed, 
the guard is changed every 2 hours. 

The guard wears no rank insignia, so as 
not to outrank the Unknowns, whatever their 
ranks may have been.  The duties of the sentinels 
are not purely ceremonial.  The sentinels will 
confront people who cross the barriers at the 
tomb, or are disrespectful or loud. 
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Calhoun County Genealogical Society 
The purposes of the Calhoun County Genealogical Society (CCGS) are: 

 To gather and preserve information of genealogical value. 
 To encourage the deposit of such information in suitable depositories. 
 To aid genealogists in the study of family history through the exchange of knowledge. 
 To publish and promote Calhoun County and other genealogical materials. 

CCGS is a nonprofit organization recognized as tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue code. Contributions are tax-
deductible to the extent provided by law. Individuals, libraries or societies may join. Annual dues for the year, beginning September 1, are 
$18 for members choosing to receive Generations through postal mail or $15 for members electing to receive the newsletter via e-mail. 
Memberships are accepted year-round; dues received after May 1 will pay for the following year’s membership. Members receive 
Generations newsletter six times per year. All are invited to submit articles to the Generations editor. Permission is granted to reprint 
articles unless otherwise noted. Please give appropriate credit to the source. Copies of pages from back issues of Generations are available for 
$1.00 for the first page and $.50 for each additional page. General meetings are held at 7 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of each month at the LDS  

Marshall Branch Church 16036  Old US –27, Marshall, unless otherwise specified. No meetings are held in July, August or December. 
Programs are free and open to the public. 
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These obituaries were published in the Los Angeles Times and Orange 
County Register.  Eleanor Borkenhagen from the Orange  County CA 
Genealogical Society provided these to us  in case they would be of 
interest.  If any of these are of interest to you please contact the news-
letter editor to get the original. 

Obituaries published in CA newspapers 
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This is an excerpt from 
the Diary of Thomas 
Albert Davis. 
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This information was 
provided by Ruth 
Kaiser.  Chris Czo-
peck provided CCGS 
his transcription 
booklet of the Bab-
cock Cemetary and it 
is on file at Calhoun 
Libraries. 
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Melissa Jeger Genealogy Project.   

If you have any information to share with Melissa you can contact the Newsletter editor. 
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Alex VanZanten 

 I was born in Battle Creek in l947. I graduated from Lakeview High School in l965. I 
have always been interested in my family history.  After high school I enlisted in the Marine 
Corp and was stationed in California, where I lived for eleven years. While in California I 
joined the LDS Church and started working on my family genealogy. I started working for 
the LDS Church and moved to Utah in 1986. After retiring from retail (Fred Myer) I mar-
ried my high school sweetheart and returned to Michigan. 

 My mother’s parents moved from England to Battle Creek in l909. My grandfather 
was Adamson Bell.  My grandmother was a Flemming. My father’s ancestors came from the 
Netherlands in l847 with the Dutch that settled in the Holland, Michigan area.  

 I have been the Family History Consultant for the LDS Church and volunteer in the 

LDS Genealogy Library in Battle Creek.  When Sandi Hartnell indicated that the CCGS 

needed a new place to meet I volunteered the LDS Church building in Marshall.  Since I 

have the keys they made me the vice-president! I look forward to helping people who are as 

interested in genealogy as I am. 

The Board of Directors and some members have become concerned about our annual pub-
lication of the members names and addresses in the newsletter.  Due to some privacy con-
cerns, we have decided to not include the list in the newsletter which is also distributed to 
some libraries.  We will create the membership list and distribute it to members only as a 
separate document with the January newsletter.  If any of the members do not wish to have 
their contact information included in this list please contact Marcie Telfer ( see contact in-
formation on page 2) 

Annual Membership List : 

CCGS Welcomes New Vice President 
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CCGS monthly meetings are typically held the fourth Tuesday of each month except July, August and December, 
and are free and open to the public. Unless noted, meetings are held at 7 p.m. at  

Calhoun County Genealogical Society Calendar of  Events 

Last Meeting of 

the year: Nov 27 

Generations 
Calhoun County Genealogical Society 
PO Box 879 
Marshall, MI 49068-0879 

CCGS monthly meetings are typically held the fourth Tuesday of each month except July, August and December, 
and are free and open to the public. Unless noted, meetings are held at 7 p.m. at LDS  Marshall Branch Church at 
16036 Old US-27 N, Marshall MI. 

November 27 Howard Streeter, member of Sons of Union Veterans and a re-enactor will speak on “Civil 
War Medicine  and bring some of his extensive collection of Civil War era medical equipment to display. 

December—No Meeting  

 

January 28th, Annual “Show and Tell” 

 

February 22nd  FRIDAY  Annual “Library Lock in” at the Helen Warner Branch, Willard Library. 36 Minges 
Creek Place, Battle Creek, MI 

 

Have ideas for future programs? Please contact President Alex VanZanten, whose contact information is 
on page 2. 

 


