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The following history was taken in part from that published in
1972 on the occasion of the West Berlin United Methodist Church's one
hundreth anniversary. It was revised in the Bi-centennial years of
Methodism, and again this our one hundred twenty-fifth year.

Any errors are unintentional, as it is written to the best of my

knowledge and ability.

Dorothy Kohlhagen,

Church Historian



HISTORY OF WEST BERLIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The West Berlin United Methodist Church stands on a country road
surrounded by a well-kept lawn and old oak trees. Next to this peaceful
setting is a cemetery which is the final resting place of area resi-
dents, many of whom were faithful to God and the church. 4

The year 1859 saw the first of the circuit riders bringing the
faith of the Methodist Protestants to this area. On December 3 of
that year the Attica Circuit was formed at a meeting held at the Grub
schoolhouse in Dryden Township. Included were the township of Goodland,
the south half of Arcadia, Attica, the north half of Dryden and the
east half of Almont Township in Lapeer County and Berlin and Mussey
Townships in St. Clair County. The gatherings at that time were known
as classes. The circuit rider served as many classes as he could reach.

The Berlin class became a reality six months later in May of 1860.
This meeting was held at the McGeorge Schoolhouse, which stood at the
northwest corner of Almont and Holmes Road, not far from the cemetery.
At that time class membership was fourteen, but soon almost doubled.

The following year classes were organized at East Berlin. Also
the name of the circuit was changed to the Almont Circuit, although the
territory remained the same.

These were difficult times for our church fathers as the Civil War
was calling men to serve. How well they responded to our country's need
is shown by the action taken at the McGeorge schoolhouse August 30, 1862.
The motion was as follows: Resolved that we, as a quarterly conference
deem a man that will run from his country in times of peril, for fear of
a draft, not worthy of a membership of church or state."

In spite of the war, by the end of 1862 the Almont Circuit con-
sisted of eight classes, of which all met in school houses. Numbers

assembled regularly for class meetings, prayer meetings and Sunday School.

At this time it was interesting to note that the pastor received



$119.63 in cash of which Berlin paid $35.28. He also received gifts, the
total value of $ 44.87.

Following the General Conference of 1863, the Almont Circuit was di-
vided. The eastern part to consist of the north half of Almont, Berlin and
Mussy Townships. By the year 1865, seven classes were receiving preaching
services. Classes were held the first Sunday at Capac at 10 a.m., Baker's
Corner's (Berville) at 2 p.m. and West Berlin in the evening at the Gould
Schoolhouse. That year also saw Berlin receiving a Sunday Morning Service.
The name of Riley makes its éppearance on the church register.

In May of 1862, the first building committee was elected and authorized
to build a parsonage. No further mention of it was made until the pastor
appointed a committee of one to raise the amount owing by subscription. In
1869, two hundred and fifty dollars was still owing on the parsonage and in
1870 it was mortgaged for $198.00. Seven lay members were appointed to
raise the amount. Then, in the following year a cellar was added and in 1876
a barn was built. According to some, the parsonage was located on the south-
west corner of Capac and Hough Roads, one-half mile south of Allenton.

Because of its central location, a good number of quarterly meetings
were held at West Berlin. In spite of slow difficult means of travel, the
faithful stewards, leaders and trustees were at important meetings. Accord-
ing to custom, the character of each was passed upon before taking up the
work in session.

As did other pioneers of our nation, West Berlin aspired to build a
house of worship. In the years 1871 and 1872, the people of the countryside
united for that purpose, under the leadership of James M. Morton. Peter
Churchill donated the site. Timber was secured from from the woods of Byron
Stringha® and Schyler Jones. John Berk had moved into the vacinity and gave
his whole hearted support. Many willing hands provided stones and labor.

The cash of about $1,600 was cheerfully met by subscription. Thus, West



Berlin Church was sturdily built and on the register appears the following:
"Sept. 12, 1874, First Quarterly Conference held at the church."

A minister of a circuit at that time was to receive not only a small
salary, but various gifts to add to his meager wage.

By 1876, West Berlin paid $168 as their share of the pastor's saiary.
A total of fifty cords of wood was also promised. At the close of the year,
records show that West Berlin furnished 3 3/4 cords, others none. It is
hoped that somehow the addjtiona] was gotten, for without it, the pastor
must have been cold, indeed.

Twelve years after the church was erected, sheds were built. These
sheds located at the rear of the church were three sided, open structures.
They served to protect the horses and buggies from the weather during ser-
vices. They were finally razed in the early 1930's. Remnants of the foun-
dation may still be seen.

Early in the 80's, the territory and name Berlin Circuit was again
changed. The name became the Capac-Berlin Circuit. Three of the classes
had managed to build themselves church buildings. Some of the outlying
appoimtmentss were discontinued. Church buildings were located at three
places, so it was decided that Capac aimd Berlin should have preaching
services alternate Sunday mornings and Riley in the afternoon. School-
house services were held weekday evenings only.

It was thought best for the pastor to live in Capac so "the old par-
sonage" was rented and in 1884, sold. One hundred dollars of the sale was
divided‘between Riley and Berlin and the balance given to Capac to apply on
their church debt.

Around the year 1900, many improvements were made at West Berlin. The
old square top plain glass windows were replaced by the present ones. New
pews were purchased and a steel ceiling installed. A short time later the

church was re-decorated and a lighting system installed. It is thought this



is also about the time the old wood shingles were replaced with slate, which were
being used about that time.

At the last quarterly confterence ot 1903, Capac became an independent charge.
A parsonage was purchased at Riley Center to provide a home tor the miﬁister of
the new circuit and in 1904, the custom ot alternating morning and evening ser-
vices was begun.

At this time it was the Methodist Protestant Church until the early 1930's,
when a merger was made with the Methodist Episcopal Church and together they
tormed the Methodist Church.

In the year of 1934, the spirit of togetherness in labor for the Lord was
again shown. The floor of the church building was raised and after considerable
hard labor, a basement was dug. This provided space for Sunday School classes.

In 1953 the first oil burning furnace was installed, which was replaced around
1975 due to age.

In 1968 a second merger ot the Methodist Church was begun.It joined with the-Evan-
gelical United Brethren to become the United Methodist Church as it is today.

Members and triends of the church gave a goodly sum and many improvements
were made possible in 1960. The front of the sanctuary was paneled and a large
walnut cross was hung. The rostrum.and aisle had been carpeted the year betore.

In 1965 the basement was paneled, followed by a new sidewalk and steps. ‘
Additional land and a parking lot was donated. The year 196/ saw the churéh with
an organ ftor the first time. The sanctuary was extensively remodeled in 1969 and
1970. The walls were re-decorated and a new ceiling installed. The foyer was
changed to provide a cloakroom and better access to the basement. Carpeting was

laid in the foyer and down the basement stairs.

About this time the old damaged slate root was replaced with asphalt shingles
and new gutters installed. A well was dug south of the church and a water system
put in the basement/

On Sunday, September 22, 1968, a special service was held for the dedication
of gifts and memorials to the church. These included the piano, prgan, additional



land, and many other gitts so generously given.

With the year 1972 came the 100th Anniversary ot the West Berlin United
Methodist Church. [t was deemed worthy of a celebration. Much time and eftort
went into the planning of a service which was held on the 22nd day ot October.

Ihe church was filled to over-flowing. The guest speaker was Rev. Verne
Summers. The service included special music, recognition of guests, reminis-
cences and the act of re-dedicating the church. The presentation of which was
read as follows: "We of the West Berlin United Methodist Church present our
church and congregation to be rededicated today to the service ot God and the
Glory of His holy name. We are humbly gratetul for the heritage of our hundred
years of taithtul and devoted service given to Christ and His church in this-
place. We would pledge ourselves anew to the preserving of that heritage and to
the increase ot God's kingdom in the worid."

A collection historical interest was displayed at the rear ot the sanctuary.
lhis included pictures and articles, many ot which belonged to our founding
fathers. Following the service there was a time for fellowship and refreshments.
in the church basement. A booklet of the church's history, including old photos
was printed prior to the centennial celebration.

For some time, members of the church and congregation had felt the need of an
addition to the church. More space was needed for Sunday School classes and
church related activities. The kitchen facilities were out-dated. Lavatories
were a necessity to replace the old out-building which had been in use for over
one hundred years.

At an administrative board meeting held at the church in 1977, it was voted
unanimods]y to build an addition on the rear of the existing building. A build-
ing committee was appointed and an architect hired whose plans were approved.
Ground breaking for a 40'X 40' addition took place in May of 1978. Plans in-
cluded a foyer, kitchen, storage room for chairs etc., a closet tor choir needs,

a janitor's closet and best ot all---much needed lavatories. A short time atter



ground breaking, the foundation was poured and the work began. Volunteers gave
freely of their time and energy. A "Church Raising" was planned for July 24,
1978 and the first studdings for the fellowship hall wall were pounded in

place.

The results were a beautiful addition, one to be proud of and worth wait-
ing for. The cupboards, kitchen sink, refrigerator, electric stove, drinking
fountain and hot water heater were generously donated. New tables and chairs
were purchased. The entire project from start to tinish was paid tor with do-
nations from friends and members ot the church. Again our needs were met. God
truly answers prayer! At the time the addition was completed, the entire church
building was insulated and resided. The sanctuary was recarpeted and improve-
ments made on the rostrum.

A little over two years later, the dedication ot the Fellowship Hall took
place on August 3, 1980. The addition was dedicated for, "Christian Fellowship,
study ot the Holy Bible, service to our community, Vacation Bible School,
teaching of music to our youth and adults, tor Sunday Schoool classes, tor the
comfort of young children, tor the comfort of the aging, tor the comfort of
visitors, tor church related events ot our youth, for events in connection with
weddings and for service after funerals."

Several past ministers contributed to the service atter which all met in
the new Fellowship Hall.

In 1982, another project was started. The church pews took on a new look.
The old dark finish was removed and the original wood restored. Again, money
was freely given and the project completed. Ceiling fans were installed to help
cool the sanctuary in summer and circulate the heat in winter.

Just when the Ladies Aid came into being is unknown. Records are incom-
plete. but about forty ladies met in the 1880's to pose for a group picture on
the wood steps in front of the church. For many years quilting bees provided a

time tor working and sharing together as well as a way ot raising money. During



later years the ladies Aid became Methodist Women. Another group, known as the
Guild, was also active. In 1968 a new charter was written and they and Methodist
Women became United Methodist Women, as they are known today. During war times,
ladies of the church did much for the morale of those in service.

The Sunday School has played an important part in our history, past and pres-
ent. Many young lives have been influenced by the rele of our teachers és they
taught the word ot God. Vacation Bible School has been well attended. Many
worthy projects would not have been completed nor would there have been help to
those in need it it weren't for the Sunday school.

In the cemetery adjoining the church can be found the names of many founding
fathers. One wonders what they would think if they could see our church as it is
today. Could they have known that many of their descendents would come to knoQ.
the Lord through its existance?

Names have purposely been omitted from this history. Rather than to omit one
deserving name, it is better to name none...those who contributed in any way in
serving God through the church.

May the church remain a blessing to the community which it serves. May its
motto continue to be that which was adopted by its founding fathers so long ago...
"Follow peace with all men and holiness without which no man can see the Lord."

Hebrews 12: 14.

The above concludes the history from 1872 - 1984. The following will bring

the history to date, our 125th Anniversary.

During the summer of 1988, shrubs were planted along the sidewalk. Parking
barriers were installed and a Handicap sign put up in front of the church. In the
fall of 1988 donations paid for sanctuary storm windows. The cost was $2,880.00.

In the winter of 1989 a public address system was installed and the basement

water proofed at approximately $2450.



During the summer of 1990 , a new well was dug and a water system installed,
a gracious gift of the Robert Wilson family in his memory.

A 1991 March storm did considerable damage to our church. During the summer
repairs were made to the roof, ceiling and water-damaged pews. The church steeple
was also repaired.

New basement windows were installed at a cost of $2600 during November ot 1991.

January 1, 1992, Berville United Methodist Church closed and merged with West
Berlin. Their closing service was on February 23, 1992

During April of 1992, work started on a major project. The entire basement
was gutted to make way for a new Sunday School department. TIhe project was com-
pleted in December and carpeting laid.

Dedication ot the Sunday School rooms took place on April 25, 1933. They-
were dedicated in memory of Eileen Nickolaus who was Sunday School Superintendent
and instilled such enthusiasm with the children. The new well was also dedicated
in memory of Bob Wilson who had been a life-long member of West Berlin.

In the fall of 1993 landscaping was done in front of the church. Trees
and shrubs were donated.

Ihe gift of a larger Hammond organ was received in April of 1994. A new
speaker was also donated.

The summer of 1995 saw new tront doors, paid for with memorials. The
parking lot was black topped.

West Berlin and Leonard became separate charges in 1996. The parking lot

was seal coated.

Now in 1997 the front entrance to the sanctuary has been redecorated, in-
cluding new drywall. [Ihe cracked window panes in the sanctuary have been re-
placed, and the frames'painted. We plan to replace the deteriorating concrete

in front ot the church by the time ot the celebration.



Names of members copied from the class book of the West Berlin Class of
Almont Circuit, Michigan District, Methodist Protest Church organized March Ist,

1860, as written.

G. W. Davis, Supt.

J. H. Morton, Assistant
Lovel Gage, Leader
Amasa Clark

AJason Clark

Francis F. Barber

Eliza Barber

Hannah Pearsons

Emeline Pearsons
tvaline Pearsons
Francis K. Pearsons
Lucy Pearsons

Mary Etgerton

Trythena Ross

Elija J. Graves

James Lee Uropped November 9, 1861
Sam Lee

Walter P. Palmer Died April 6, 1862
Anna Palmer

Evaline Churchill

Asa H. Hulbert

Cynthia Herrington
Cordelia Beach

Levi Lowkes

Elizabeth Lowkes

Byron Stringham

Anna Stringham



Names of member - revised, September 1, 1862:

Byron Stringham - Leader

Anna Stringham Tryhena Ross
Amasa Clark Elija Graves
Jason Clark Sam Lee

Francis F. Barber Erma Palmer
Eliza Barber Evaline Churchill
Francis Pearsons Asa H. Hulbert
Hannah Pearsons Cynthia Herrington
Evaline Pearsons Cordelia Beach
Emaline Pearsons 3 Levi Lowkes

Lucy Pearsons Elizabeth Lowkes
Mary Egerton Mary Lockwood

Names of member in class - 1864
Byron Stringham - Leader
Amasa Clark Transferred
Jason Clark
Francis Barber

E1iza Barber

Francis R. Pearsons Removed by letter
Hannah Pearsons Removed by letter
Emaline Pearsons Removed by letter
Evaline Pearsons removed by letter
Lucy Pearsons Dropt

Mary Egerton

Tryfhena Ross

Sam Lee

Eliza Graves

Emma Planner Removed by letter:
Evaline Churchill

Asa H. Hulbert

Cynthia Herrington Dropt by request

Cordelia Beach Moved out of the place
Levi Lowkes, Elizabeth Lowkes and Matilda Lockwood



Leaders and Pastors at West Berlin through the years:

Geo. W. David, 1st Supt. W. Mollen (1943-1947

M. S. Angell M. Spaulding (1947)

H. S: Hicks Edith Smith (1947-1951)
Ersel Mudge E. J. Harris (1952-1953)
Robert Mulholland Stephen Chapco (1954)

James W. Morton (church building erected) W. Killam (1955)

C. W. Gilford Victor Studaker (1956-1959) -
Samuel Riley Thomas Hicks (1959-1960)

J. J. Mills Henry Smith (1960-1963)

J. Kughtly Roy Forsyth (1964-1967)
Thomas Riley(last to live in old parsonage) Paul Jarvis* (1967-1970)

J. H. Webb Victor Studaker (1970-1974)
Buagdarph Rodney Rawson (1974-1976)

J. F. Emeric James Lumsden (1976-1978)

H. D. Miller David Amstutz (1978-1982)

Fell i
William H. Flint (Fellowship Hall completed)

William Cole tmerson Arntz (1982-1986)

Windrem Stephen Poole (1986-Jan. 1988)

Cragg A Gerald Van Deusen (Jan. 1988-June [9B8)
Robert:Rutledge Arthur Zehr (June 1988-June 1989)

William Harger ; Gerald Van Deusen (1989-1991)

William Oliver Rothwell McVety (1991-1996)

S. B. Waite Harry Brakeman (1996-1997 )

Fred hart Ralph Barteld (1997- )

L. W. Bishop It is worthy to note that several young men from the
Clarence. Turbin congregation have gone 1nto the ministry. Rev. tlimer
B. F. Willis* Faust trom Riley Center Methodist, Verne Summers,

Mrs. Isabell Willis (1927-1930  (jen and Roy Wegner from West Berlin Methodist.

Daniel W. Ryan (1931-1935) Michael Sawicki
(basement dug and f'loor raised)

G. Hotftman (1936-1938)
William G. Wager (1939-1943)

*Died during tenure.
Many tirst names are unknown



FOUND IN AN OLD RECORD BOOK

The following article, its writer unknown, is entitled, "Our fellow workers"
dated August 11, 1935. it appears here in hopes it may be of interest. Nothing
has been changed from the original.

"We are happy today to show respect to those who laid the foundation of this
church which has withstood the stress and strain for nearly sixty-five years, but
has never faltered in its work nor closed its doors in times of depression. Few
are the country churches which can boast as much.

“In reviewing our church and Sunday School records we find many of our mem-
bers have proved them-selves worthy of mention today by following useful pro-
tessions as well as their loyal work in our church.

“Among the older members who have followed the teaching profession, we find
the names of Julia Lee, Francis Whitcomb, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Groat, John F. Berk,
Peter Wilson, Mrs. Dell Fralsigh, all of whom have passed to their reward with
the blessed. Well done! Thy good and faithful servant.

"Other teachers who have given up this worthy profession for various reasons
are: Dr. M. L. Davis, Sarepta Gould, Caroline Egerton King, Milton D. Bryce,
Lizzie Morton Drake, Allie Morton Curr, Nettie Morton Leath, Maggie Hill Pallock,
Myrtle Jones Woodburn, May King Hart, Carey King. Alton Hulbert, tlora Mackie,
Lulu Hulbert, Mary Wilson, Sara Wilson, Myrtle Clark Van Conant, [la Edgerton
Arnold, Ruth Wilson Cudworth, Ruth Leatham Uraper, Anna Leatham Spencer, Mrss
Maggie Wilson, Mary Oftfterdinger, Meldon Jones, who holds a degree.

"And still we continue to have a few active teachers among our workers:
Isabel Wilson who also holds a degree, Elizabeth Wilson, Gladys Sperry, Alida
Holmes, Milton D. Bryce was also a lawyer.

“The Oliver tamily produced a minister - Clayten, and a teacher, Clinton.

“Mrs. Mary Jones Crawford has a minister in her family and a nurse, Irene.
"Among the Edgerton's we find: Amy and Caroling - teachers, Clifford, a doctor.
Clinton, a minister and honorable mention must be given to Mr. Burton Edgerton
for his untiring .~faithfulnesss and loyalty to his church. The late George Berk,
faithfullness and Mrs. George Berk who was President of the Ladies Aid Society
for fifteen years. Lois Berk McQuay is a technician. George A. Hill, a minister.
Allison Flowers, a physician. Dr. W. R. Stringham was a physician and surgeon. Dr.
M. L. Jones was a physician and last and closest to all of us is our own Dr./M. L.
Davis, who is 85 years of age and still an active physician among his flock of
followers. May he live to be a hundred and bring many more young lives into our
midst and into this fold."



Joy Wilson

I'm one of those who married into the West Berlin Church. My special
memories begin with the summer “Aunt Liz” took Bobby and Angie to Daily Vacation
Bible School led by Gladys Montgomery. | can still see my two standing together at
the VBS program, courageously naming the books from Genesis to Revelation at top
speed. Sometime later | helped in a VBS program featuring the story of Moses with
Carl Klein in my mother’s huge old-fashioned clothes basket beside a jar of cattails
with Mary Ann Grosser standfng nearby as the watchful big sister. We used to have
Carl’'s class in the little “cubby” under the stairs--requiring some adult maneuvering to
fit into the Beginners Circle. :

When | remember my first visits to Women’s Society, | think how blessed we
were to have those now gone: my dear mother-in-law Maggie called on sick folks with
gifts of love and casseroles; Mary Offterdinger brought sugar cookies, and her
mission was like her favorite hymn--”We’vé a Story to Tell to the Nations”; and blind
Anna Jones prayed for all of us when she could no longer make music-box sleighs for
secret pals!

Sunday School was a special time at West Berlin. The children’s classes used
to reconvene in the sanctuary so each class could recite the verse they had learned.
Then we had a closing prayer. Once when Angie had been whispering to a visiting
cousin, she realized no one was talking. “They asked you to lead in prayer,” the
cousin whispered. Angie sat in paralyzed agony, until the superintendent led in the
Lord’'s Prayer, after the “silent prayer’ he had requested.

When our children were older, Reverend Forsyth came to West Berlin. |



remember the Forsyths came to Bob’s Graduation Open House in 1964. (Bob was
one of those to whom Margaret Nickolaus wrote a letter from the church when he
arrived at college.) Lethie calls Reverend Forsyth our out-and-about minister. Give
the “u” a nice long Canadian sound. It rather enhanced listening to his good sermons.
The Adult Sunday School classes have meant so much to me from the
participation of such devout Bible students as Ellen Shore to later years when “young”
Ken Faust led our study. Joan and Jerry VanDeusen used to get here in time to add
so much to our discussion when we met in the back corner of the church. Then we
moved to the Fellowship Hall where we could gather around a long table and have the
big maps on display. We followed the travels to and in the Promised Land and we;t
"by land and sea” with the Apostle Paul. How | miss Pat and Marvin Hulett's
participation! Missing them reminds me of Emerson Arntz’ Bible Study evenings at
Marvin's father's home. Carl used to have coffee made and treats on hand at the
close of our meeting! Ellen Arntz, Pastor Em'’s “helpmeet,” was a lively addition to
Pam Faust’s challenging Bible Quiz sessions at UM.W. And speaking of “helpmeets,”
how about Reverend McVety's Bette, who was willing to be a “backstop” for the old
iron stove being moved up the basement stairs to make room for new classrooms!
Bob and | used to go together to Bible study at the Hulett home, and it was
Emerson who preached Bob’s funeral sermon. | couldn’'t help remembering that Jim
Ligon told me Bob and his wife Mary were members of a quartet Jim called the
“Mournful Four” because they so often sang at funerals. What comfort there is in
“psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” Today our spirits are lifted when “Sam’s

Choir” sings to us! I'm glad that gifts in memory of Bob from our family and friends



helped provide the new well--to me, a symbol of the “living water’ we all need.

This year we had the appalling needs of Haiti and Karaganda, Kazakstan,
pictured to us by Reverend Harry and Ella Brakeman and Joyce Faust Chellis. God
has moved them to move our hearts. How pitiful our efforts might seem were it not for
God'’s grace that Pastor Harry emphasized in his last sermon. God sent His son to
save the world! Sometimes we struggle to understand God’'s Word and will for us,
but Reverend Bartell emphasized in his first sermon the promise of the leading of the
Spirit of God in Romans 8:14:31.

We are indebted to all who contribute to our fellowship at West Berlin -- those
who play the piano and the organ, lead the singing, teach the children, cook and do‘-
dishes, “man” the vacuum sweeper, preserve .the church and grounds, join hands in
prayer, and love God’s Word and His children. May God bless His saints! You know

who you are, and God does, too!



Michael T. Sawicki

Having grown up in a Christian family and the Methodist Church, faith in
Christ has always been important to me. Naturally, because this faith was
important to me, sharing my faith with my friends was also important. It was
from this outward display of my faith that | began to acquire nicknames in
grade school such as “M&M” meaning "Minister Mike”. My reaction to these
nicknameé was not to deny my faith, but, often observing the life of a formal
minister, | did begin to deﬁy my call to formal ministry. In 10th grade, | began
to set my eyes on a career in medicine, because | thought that a
preoccupation would cause this burning in my heart to go away. | maintained
this preoccupation through nurse aid training; however, at a youth retreat in
Indiana, 2 years later, God made it very clear that | could not deny His call any
longer. And so | submitted to Gods call and began to prepare for the ministry.
At present, | am a certified candidate for ministry within The United Methodist
Church, and | will be attending Asbury Theological Seminary this fall in

Wilmore, Kentucky.



MEMORIES OF WEST BERLIN
On the event of its 125th Anniversary Celebration

What is there about West Berlin church that makes it so special to me? Why
do | regard it still as my church even though | have been gone for more than a
decade? !'ll tell you the best | can by sharing a few of my memories.

| remember Dorothy (Jones) Henderson asking Myron Coulon if she
and | could join the choir, though we were well below the stated
eligible age--she was not yet 12 and | was 9 or 10--and that good
man welcoming us with warmth and enthusiasm. It was the
beginning of my love affair with music. (Dorothy was miles ahead of
me in that regard, since she had a special gift for the piano and
actually had something musically to offer.

In my turn, years later, | spent a good deal of time recruiting Kenny
Faust to join the choir. (That was perhaps my greatest contribution
to the church--1 finally persuaded him to throw in his lot with us, and
what a difference he has made.) In fact, not just Kenny--though |
regarded his joining a special achievement--but all of the people in
the choir at that time were special. All the Fausts, the Nickolauses,
the Holmes, the Kleins, Gertie Brooks, Dorothy Kohlhagen, and all
the rest--very special folks. As were those sitting in the pews. We
sang everything--even an edited version of "Bridge Over Troubled
Waters"--and no matter what we sang, no one criticized or told us we
were stretching the limits. We were having a great time, and we
were permitted to bring our musical gifts--whatever they were--to the
service and the congregation. We truly made joyful noises unto the
Lord. What a good time it was, and how | miss it.

| remember the youth group that formed the basis of my social circle
from about twelve to college and beyond, and especially Mary
Offterdinger, our sponsor, that wonderful lady who put up with our
shenanigans and helped mold us during those years. | wonder if
she knew just how important she was to us and what a profound
influence she had on our lives. | remember the Grossers, who took
a turn as sponsor, too, and Wayne Schrader, Verne Nickolaus,
Bobby Bachholzky, Roy and Carl Wegner, Louise Coard, Dorothy
Jones, Ann Hamm, and Jimmy Tomlinson and his later-to-be wife
Norma. There were others, too. We became friends for life, and
even after all these years, the bond is still strong. That is a singular
blessing and a real tribute to Mary and to the church.



When | had children of my own, | remember Gloria Howe, with her
remarkable insight. She took as perfectly usual my pre-school
daughter Andrea's offerings from home for her wee classmates each
Sunday--even though sometimes they were chunks of raw potatoes.
She never blinked when Andrea would show up in home-made paper
bag costumes--a cat, a duck, or even a bear attending her Sunday
School class. She hardly paused when one of her tiny charges lost
his balance and toppled off of a chair and onto the floor. Gloria was
unflappable. She was accepting and kind to her little people, and
she has had more influence than she imagines.

| remember the hubbub of Bible School as a little child, | remember
the excitement of memorizing the Twenty-Third Psalm to win a prize,
and the horror at discovering that the prize was to recite it in front of
the whole congregation.

| remember as a small child, "Isn't she a cute little girl?" coupled
with cheek-pinches, bestowed more Sundays than seemed
necessary to me to make the point. In my mind, | credit old Mrs.
Roach, but it may have been another. | remember Wilma Holmes
transferring her membership to our church at the time of her
marriage to Lawrence; | remember the Halls sitting stately side by
side, and Arno Nickolaus sleeping in the back pew; Maggie Wilson,
in my mind, the most beautiful lady | knew, and the gentlest, and
Bob Wison, her son; Margaret Nickolaus and her bouquets of flowers
all summer long; Smith Offterdinger, white haired but still handsome,
even to a little girl, and always smiling--all pillars from my childhood.

So many gone now. So many old friends gone. But | look around
me and see the same kind of faces--not theirs, but the same kind.
The District Superintendent once told us that he sent newly-ordained
ministers to West Berlin because the people there would give them
a positive first experience in pastoring. He regarded West Berlin as
a major asset in spite of its small numbers and limited resources.
He recognized that its real strength was its congregation, member by
member. That has not changed.

God bless and keep you all.

Jean Ligon






